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DEPARTHERIT OF THE ARMY
HEADGU..RTERS 34TH ENGINEER GRCUF (CONST)
APO San Francisco 96291

BGF-OP 1 August 1968

SURJ;.CT: Operational Report of HQ, 34th Engineer Group (Const) for
Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS, CSFOR-65(R1)

Com:rder-in-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558
Comnanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTH: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375
Commanding General, 20th Engineer Brigade, ATTN: AVBI-0S, iFO 96491

1. Section 1, Operations: Simificant Activities

a., Command:

(1; During the reporting period, Hecadguarters 34th Engineer Group
(Const) remained located at Vung Tau, South Vietnam. The major activities
of the Group continued to include operationsl support to Second Field
Force Vietnan (IXFFORCEV) and IV :RVK Corps, road and bridge upgrading
(Lccts), providing minirmum essential requirements (MER) to incoming and
relocating units, basé construction, quarry operations, and support to

the Revolutionary Development Support Program.

(2) COL 'Ailliam C. Stcwart continued teo command the Group throughout
the period.

(3) Organization Structure:

(a) On 20 May 68, the 7024 Engr Det (PD) was aksigned to the 34th
Engr Gp. Tho unit is presently located in Dong Tam, attached to the

93d Engr 3n (Const) and is engaged in power distribution system construct-
ion at that location,

(b) Cn 17 Jun 68, the 93d Engr Bn (Const) HO moved from Long Thanh
North to Dong Tam. Presently, the entire unit is located at Dong Tam
where it is constructing facilitics for the 9th Inf Div.

(c) Cn 1 Jul 68, the 31st Engr Bn (Cbt), the 573d Engr Co (FB), and
the 617th Engr Co (PB) were reassigned to the 159th Engr Go (Const). :
This reassignment of units occurred with a correspondlng change in Area
of Responsibility (AOR) for the '34th Engr Gp.
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EGF-0P 1 August 1968
‘ SUBJECT: Operational Report of HG, 34th Engineor Group (Const) for
Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS,CSFOR-65(R1) .

(d) On 1 Jul 68, the 67th Zngr Co (DT) was attached to the 93d Engr
Bn (Const). The unit was formerly attuched to the 36th Engr Bn (Const).
The 67th “ngr Co (DT) HQ is now located in long Tam.

(e) ©On 1 Jul 68, the 523d Engr Co (PC) was reassigned from the 18th
Engr Bde .to the 34th Engr Up, replacing the 536th Engr Det (PC) which
was reassigned from the 34th Engr Gp to the 18th Engr Bde on the same
date. The 523d Engr Co (PC) HQ is locited in Vung Tau.

o
A @ o gt ot o ¥

. (f) Tho 3kth Engr Gp organization chart as of 31 July 68 is attached
; as inclosure 1,

(L) Area of Responsibility: The Croup area of responsibility (ROR)
] was changed by the expansion of the 159th Engr Gp AOR in the vicinity of
AR Bear Cat ard Xuan Loc areas., The current Group AOR includes all of IV
Corps Tactical Zone, Long An Province, part of Gia Dinh Province, Fhouc
Tuy Province, Rung Sat Special Zone, Vung Tau Special Zone, and Fhu Cuoc
3 Tsland. Inclosure 2 vortrays the current Group AMR.

i b, Personnel, Administration, Morale and Discipline:

| : (1) At ths erd of the reporting period the strength was:
o 0 WO B  IOML
AUTH 172 33 4204 W09 .
o ASSD | 173 20 4037 4237
; . (2) During the reporting period the Group: rotated approrimately 29%

of its total nuthorized strength. Critical personnel shortzges as of 31
July are listed below:

T
{

. GRADE .. JCB DESCRIPTION MOS  AUTH  ASGD
} EL ~ Mason 5102 37 10
% E6-ET Construction Supervisor 51HY, 1 38

I El Plunber sik2 112 27

f El Electrician 52F2 113 32
§ : E6-E7 Supply Sergeant . 76X 29 12

= (3) 152 porsonncl extended their FST during the romorting period
: (as of 20 July).
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SUBJECT: Cperatioril leport of HG, 34th Engineer Group (Const) for
Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS,CSFOR-65(R1)

(4) The folloing awards were prosented to 34th Engr Gp personnel:

Silver Star 1
Logion of ¥erit 0
.ir Hedal 5
Bronze Star Medal with "V for Valor L
Bronze Star Medal for Achicvanent/Service L5
. Joint Sorvice Commendation Medal 2
Army C;nmendation Hedal with “W# for Valor 37

wrmy Commendation ledal for Achievement/Service 72
furple Heart . 13
Certificate of Achievemont 46

55) The following promotions were made during the reporting period:
_33 - 2): E7 - (5): Eb "‘(22): E5 - (3143)9 El - (565)-

(6) A daily avorage of 742 Local lational rermanent Hire cersonnel
were paid a total of 13,183,745 $VN during the period for work on
projects throughout the Group ACR. & daily average of 292 Local National
daily hire unskilled personnel were paid a total of 1,675,273 $VN. Both
categorics continued to serve auseful functinon by releasing military
personnel for more specialized tasks.

(7) The Group's carper counseling and reconlistment program attained
increased success with the assignment of a second full time caveer
counsclor to Group Headgquarters. During the previous reporting period
Jan - Mar 68 the Group's 1st Term RA rcenlistment rate was 33.3% while
th; first term RA recnlistment rate for the current reporting period was
53%.

(8) (a) The Information Program o the 34th £ngineer Group was
greatly expanded during the reporting period.

1 Distribution of the Group bi-weekly newspa-er, the "Delta
Developer!t, containing command information material, stories of significant
events throughout the Group, awards, as well as other items of interest
to the command, has been increased from 1500 to 2000 copius per issue.
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SUBJECT: Oporational Report of HG, 34th Engineer Group (Const) for
Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS, CSFOR-65(R1)

2 Publication of the new 34th Engineer Battalion newspaper, *hs
nSeahorse", has becn put into ei‘fect under the guidance of the Group
Information Officer.

3 idditional expansion of the Group Information Program was
accomplished by waing the facilities of netwerk television to cover
unusually important engineer accomplishments. Using USARV information
facilities, taped intervicws were made of engineer perscnnel in the field.
Also; using USARY information caprbilities, photographic teams and motion
pictur teams have visited operations - providing both immediate coverage,

as well as a '"selling point!" for the civilian news media.

(b) The 34th Group, at the suggestion of the Group Commander, has
developed a job satisfaction program. Designed to increase morale and
pride in individual accomplishments, the program hos great possibilities
for all engineer units. At the completion of a job, all personnel who
vorked on the project are rhotographed standing in front of the completed
project. Photographs are reproduced for each man in the picture, and
distributed to the men. It is felt that this program helps each man to
identify more closely with his work, and it gives each man a pictorial
history of what he had done during his tour in Vietnam,

(9)The Blank Card Theory of Morale Analysis has proven itself during !
the past quarter to be an outstanding means of communication between the
lower ranking EM and the Command structure of the 34th Engineer Group.

(a) Tho purpose of the Blank Card Theory of Morzle Analysis is: ‘
1 To obtain an objective basis upon which to analyze morale.

2 To offer the soldier a complstely ar{ormnous means of presenting
his complaints and venting his hostility.

3 To inform the commander of morale problens.

(b) The prerequisites of the Blank Card Theory of ldorale Analysis
are:

1 The chaplain must have established a hlgh degree of rapport with
the company commander involved,

2 Some degree of rapport is needed with the 15G.

3 it least a two month time span in which the above c-n be accomplished.
4 Approval of the battulion commander.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 34th Engincer Group (Const) for
Period Ending 31 July 1668, ACD, CSFOR-65(R1)

(c) 4 simple procedure is follower in the a.plication of the Blank
Card Theory of Morale Analysis:

1 1In conjunction with the Character Guidance lecture the chaplain
gives cach soldier a blank card and e2sks him to write down any grievances
which he has. The soldier is told to list his grievances; to be specific;
to print, not write; and nct to sign his name. The class is told that

the cards will be given to the company commander. The s-ldier is told to
print "NCHE" on his card if hu has no complaints,

2 'Ths chaplain must be careful to limit his instructions to the
class, His instructions should be memorized verbatim and should not

vary in presentation. This procedure must he followed to avoid coloring
the response on the cords.

3 The chaplain allows ample time for each soldier to write down his

grievances, takes up the cards znd presents a quick tahulation of the
results to the class.

4 The chaplain gives cards to the company comminder and discusses
cach card with him. The chaplain points out to the CO that this is a
carte blanche procedure and that much of the time the complaints are
nothing more than a venting of hostility.

2 The chaplain carefully tabulates the total number of cards and
the number of each type of complaints, eg.: 50 Chow complaints

25 NCO.complaints

10 Orficer complainis

15 Laundry complaints -
13 No time off complaints
20 lMail compluints

6 The chaplain leaves the cards with the comyany commander and
carries the tabulation to the battalion commander.

(10) HNo unusual disciplinary preblems were experienced during the
reporting period.

c. Intelligence and Counter Intelligence: The chief sources of
intelligence informatien concerning enemy activity continued to be
II FFORGEV IMISUMs, PERINTREPs, the USARV Weekly Combat Intelligence
and Security Roview anmd 9th Div (US) INTSUMs. Additional intelligence
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summaries were obtained from Senior Advisor IV ‘RVN Corps Tactical Zone,
! 164 AVN Gp and Phuoc Tuy Province Seccor Headquarters. This information
< was supplemented by intelligence obtained by direct liaison between the
3 Group's battalions and local tactical units having area responsibility
and was further supplemented by SPOTREPs from the Group's units which
were in sporadic contact with the enemy. Engineer reconnaissance of
routes Q-4 and QL-15 and information from tactical units having area
responsibility provided daily information of interdictions on these two
routes, Engineer reconnaissance of other LOCs and planned project sites

| *  continued to be on an Yas required" basis. Group H3 remained physically
) locatcd in the Vung Tau Sub-Area. Thae 53d Gen Spt Gp, responsible for ...
the overall defense of the sub-area, provided INTSUMs for the local area.

il e

d. Pl?ﬁzr,.Operat.:lon:sJ and Training:

(1) Operational Support:

(a) During the period 51.6% of the total Group effort was experded
on operational support missions., There continued to be three basic types
. of operational support missions:

WY T
G A S
——

‘1'\Direct support to combat operaticns.

b e 4 % S

2 Deltberate construction to support future operations,
3 Tmop and equipment support to MACV and IX FFORCEV units for

construction and maintenance of existing roads, airfields and other
facilitioes,

2 i, oo Rty o YA

-
e e o - o s

. ‘(b) Operation Pinnaroo: Cn this operation, the 36th Engr Bn (Const)
organized a five-plow land clearing task force to support the tst .
Australian Task Force in clearing selected areas necar tho Long Hai °
Mountains. The'operation began on 1 Aar 68 and ended on 3 Har 68 with
1,125 acres being cleared. A discussion of land clearing with Rome Plows
is contained in inclosure 3.

(c) Cperation Giant Swath: The 86th Engr Bn (Cbt) Land Clearing
Tean supported the ist Inf Div on this operation near lai ¥he, The
operation began on 27 Apr 68 and finished on 27 Jun 68 with 10,610 acres
being cleared.

b o M ot 3 19 AP i

g

(d) Operation Duong Cau Dan (Peoples 1oad) On this operation, the
86th Engr Bn (Cbt) in support of the 9th  Div ,vovided two companies
for the upgrading of QL-h between My Thua; v~ *-, M» Tho junction with
LTL-6A. The mission 3.3 <ascribed in more detacd in peragraph 1d(2)(e)1
J of the Iines of Communicatlon section of this report’
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SUBJICT: Operational, R port of HQ, 34th Engineer Group (Const) for
Period Ending 21 July 1968, RCS, CSFOR-65(R1)

(e) Creration Land Clearir_ - floute 15: The 86th kngr Bn (Cbt) is
supporting the 9th Inf Div on this land clearing operation. The operation
consists of clearing selented areas along Route QL-15 between Ba Ria and .
Long Binh. Clearing began on 12 Jul 68, and as of 31 Jul, 2,475 acres :
had been cleared,

(£) Airfields: The 34th Engr Gp worked on five deliberate operational
support airfields during the reporting period:

1 Con Tho Airfield: The 69th Engr Bn (Const) completed the
rehabilitation of the 6ld doteriorated FSP runway.by construction of a new
runway consisting of a sand/azphalt sealing layer overlayod with M1
matting. The airficld has a Type II, C-130 capability.

2 Vi Thanh Airfield: The 69th Engr Bn (Const) continued to upgrade
this airfield to Type II, C-130 capability. The original airfield
consisted of rice paddy clny surfaced with gravel. The completed airfield
will consist of M8A1 matting on a sand/asphalt sealing layer. Twelve
hundrcd feet have been completed as of 31 July.

3 Binh Duc Airfield: Upgrading of the existing 1,500 foo* rice
paddy clay base, laterite capped airfield continued by the 86th Ingr
Bn (Cbt). The new runway vill have a Type II, C-123 capabilit» and will
consist of MBA1 matting overlaying a lime stabilized clay base with a
sand/asphalt sealing course. This is the first use of clay/lime
stabilization by a 34th Engr Gp unit in airfield construction. 250 feet
of runway werc completed on 31 Jul 68.

L Luscombe Airfield: The 36th Engr Bn (Const) continued o upprade
the original Type I, C-130 airfield to a Type II, C-130 capability in
support of the 1st Australian Task Force. The finished airfield will
consist of a laterite basc surfaced with a DBST. On 31 Jul 48. 2,700
fcet were completed. 2

5 Een Tre Airfield: The 31st Engr Bn (Cbt) began upgrading the
existing Type II C-7i .runway to Type II C-123 capability on 25 May 68.
The original runway consisted of a clay base surfaced with crushed rock.
The 31st Engr Bn is currently placing a sand/asphalt sealing layer and
surfacing with AM-2 matting. On 31 Jul 68, 1,100 feet were completed.

(g) Fiscellaneous Construction and Maintenance Frojects in support
of MACV and II FFORCEV units included:

1 Iong Hai: Elements of the 36th Engr Bn {Const) provided techni-
¢al assistance and a small construction force to the 5th Special Forces
for construction of berms, towers and buildings.
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EGF-0F 1 August 1968
SUBJICT: Operationmal Report of HQ, 3lth Engineer Group (Const) for
Perdod Ending 31 July 1968, RCS, CSFOR-65(Rt) ¢ -

2 Beh Luc Fire .Support gase: Elemenus of the 86th Engr Bn (Cbt)
completed rehabilitation of the fire support base. A revetment was
relocated, new draincge structures were constructed, and the road network
was rehabilitoted using clay/lime stabilization,

3 Dong Tam: Elements of the 93d Engr Bn (Sonst) completed the con-
struction of protective structures for the liedical Unit Self-Sustaining
(MusT) Hospital in support of the 3d Surgical Hospital.

L4 Phu l"uoc Island: Elements of the 36th Engr Bn (Const) ‘continued
quarrying, jungle clearing for the exransion of POW facilities, rehabili-
tating “OW camp access roads, and the drilling of wells, In addition,
an nirfield access road was com leted and the erection of four water

‘tanks wus initiated.

5 Vung Tau' Elements of the 36th Engr Bn (Const) constmcted revet.
ment sesurity walls for an Integrated Wideband Comminications Srstem.

) Tan an: - Elements of the 86th Engr Bn (Cbt) supported the 1t
Signal Brigade by excavating 4000 meters of trench 1.5 meters deep for
the emplacement of communications cable.

7 Xuan Loc: Elements of the 86th Engr Bn (Cbt) excavated 2,460
met of trench, 1.2 neters deep for the smplacement of comunications
cable in support of the 39th Signal Group.

(h) COperaticnal. support bridge missions in support of II FFORCEV
included the following-

1 Ten Ant "Elements of the 617th Engr Co (PB) installed a 160!
Double Triple, Class 55 Bailey Bridge at XS 568667 in sudport of the
9th Inf Div.

2 Route QL-20: Elcments of the 573d Engr Co (FB) and the 31st Engr
Bn (Cbt) instal.led 230 of MAT6 Float Bridge at YT 482340.

(2) Iines of Commnication: Emergency road repair and deliberate .
road restoration continued. A total of 13.5% effort was expended on 1LOCs
during the period. Vork accomplished by Group units included:

(a) Houte QL-15 (Vung Tau to Kdeh Hoa = Phouc Tuy Province Boundary):

The upgrading of this National Highway to MACV stamndards by elements of
the 36th Engr Bn (Const) continued. During the period, work continued
on drainage structures, selected sections were widened and approximately
3.25 kllometcrs were paved with hot-mix asphalt.
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SUBJECT: Opcrationzl Report of HQ, 34th Zngincer Group (Const) f.
Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS, CSFOR-65(R1)

(b) Route LTL-2 ~ 0I~1 (iuan Loc to Black Horse): Elements of the
31st Engr Bn (Cbt) continued the effort originally provided by the
departed 27th Engr Bn (Cbt) in upgrading this section of highway to MACV
standards. Work accomplished consisted of widening, shaping, and base
preparation.

(c) Route OL~4: Group units u graded this Kational Route from My
Tho junction with LTL-6A to Can Tho to withstand the summer wonsoon
season. In addition a large amount of effort was expended by thie Group

in the repair of interdictions along the route. General road maintenance
continues.

1 QL-4 (My Tho junction (LTL~6A) to My Thuan Ferry Landing):
Hlements.of the 86th Engr Bn (Cbt) upgraded this route to an allweather,
two-way, Class 25 road during the period. The upgrading was considered
an operational support mission amd s given the name "Operation Duong
Cau Dan (Peoples Road)". The project consisted of repairing potholes
with cold-mix asphalt and surfacing 36 kilometers of road with DBST.

2 QL-4 (Vinh Long to Can Tho): Along this section of road, elements
of the 69th Engr Bn (Const) worked in conjunction with the Ministry of -
Public vorks (MFW) and ARVN Engineers in the repeiring of potholes and
craters, the driving of sheet pile along the camal side of the road to

prevgg; further erosion, and placing a DBST and SBST where required.

(d) Houte LTL-22 and L7L-25. Elements of the 93d Engr Bn (Const)
perforned continuous maintenance on these access routes to Dong Tam from
Route QL~4 and My Tho to insure passage of essential military traffic,

(e) Xuan Loc Bypass: Llements of the 31st Engr Bn (Cbt) initiated
construction of two b passes around Xuan Ioc for military traffic in
support of the 1tth Armored Cavalry Regiment.

(£) Cau Co May: Elements of the 36éth Ingr Bn (Const) and the 617th
Engr Co (FB) installed 290' of Double~Single Bailey Bridge at YS 379573.
The original concrete bridge had been partiallw destroy:d and an Eiffel
had been installed over the gap., The Class 12 Eiffel bridge was removed
by @ CH~54 Skycrane. The present classification of the bridge is Class

(g) #p Thu Luu Bridge: Elements of the 36th Engr Bn (Const) con~
structed a M\CV standard bridge at YS 401600 as a part of the Tactical
Bridge Removal and Replacement Program.

(h) Long Thanh North Bridge: Elements of the 86th Engr Bn (Cbt)
initiated construction of a MACV standard bridge to replace a destroyed
bridge at ¥S 140917. The project was later transferred to the 159th
Engr Bp (Const) upon change of AORs.
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(3) Barge Off-loading Facilities: The joint ARVN, MPW, and the US )
program of constructing and operating barge off-loading sites in the
DELTA which wes initiated to support the LOC program during the last
period, continued, During this period, elements of the 86th Engr Bn (Cbt)
constructed a barge off-loading site at My Th) and initiated construction
of another atTmnAn. Elements of the 536th Engr Det (FC) supported the
construction at My Tho and began construction of the Vinh long barge off-
loading site in support of the 69th Engr Bn (Const). During the period
the 86th Engr Bn operated the off-loading site at My Thuan and the 93d
Engr Bn operated th~ site at Dong Tam.®

b g e
- -

{
f

(1) Base Constiuction:

(a) Elements of the 34th Engr Gp continued construction of cantonment
facilities for approxirately 59,000 men at the following locaticns: Ba
Ria, Can The, Cao lanh, Dong Tam, Ham Tan, Phu Quoc Island, Soc Trang, .
Vinh Dong, Vi Thanh, and Vung Tau. In addition, Group units were engaged

in base construction at Bear Cat, Gia Ray, Long Giao, Long Thanh North,
and Xuan lLoc,

—
M—-.'

J«.uiu», .

(b) Gutrently in the planning stage are base construction projacts
at the following new locations: Bac Lieu, Ben Tre, Ca Mau, Chav Doc,
Go Cong, Long Xuyen,.loc Hoa, My Tho, Rach Gia, Sa Dec, and Tra Vinh.

(¢) Construction of the permanent C-130 airfield and related support
facilities continued at Vung.Tau. The 4,500 foot bitwiinous concrete
runway tas complsted along with 1,500 feet of overruns and .10 foot wide
SBST' shoulders along the entire 6,000 feet, During the last two weeks
of the reporting period work was initiated on the new 8th Aerial Port
Building and related aircraft and vehicular parking areas, When these

facilities are completed it will give Vung Tau greatly increased cargo
handling capability.

) (d) The first of three 50,000 BBL welded steel bulk fuel storage
tanks was completed this period. The remaining two tanks will be
completed during the next period, These tanks, in conjunction with the

nearby POL Jetty will make Vung Tau one of the major bulk fuel handling
facilities in Vietnam, _

(e) An indication of the magnitude of the 34th Engr Gp construction
effort dgring the reporting period is given by the following:

1 Total CY of concrete placed: 10,050.

2 Total SF of wood frame buildings completed: 474,460,

5 ey

3 Total SF of wood hutments (billets) completed: 101,488,
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L Total CY of laterite excavated: 168,160,
5 Total CY of fill hauled: 372,200

é Ton: of rock produced: 125,500,

2 Tons of asphalt placed: 4,750.

(£) Uncompleted Raymond, Morrison, Knudsen-Brovm, Root, Jones
(/K-BRJ)  contract projects previously assigned to the 34th Engr Gp
were ctill active. The basic problem identified in previous reports
still existed: non-availability of construction materials which are
not standard to the Army supply systen.

(g) The 34th Engr Cp continued to monitor contract dredging
within vhe Group AOR. ‘HMaintenance dredging of the Dong Tam turning
basin continued throughout the reporting period and was 90% complete
at the end of the reporting period. A total of 130,000 CM has been
pumped out of the turning basin and spoiled into “he My Tho river. At
uan Tho a 750,000 CH land fi1l requirement was initiated and completod.
At'vtnh.Long a 300,000 C land £ill requirement was initisted during thé
last month-of the reporting period. A major mechanical breakdown-on the
dredge resulted in only 100,000 CH of the total recuirement being pumned
by the end of the reporting period.

(5) Dssign and Construction Engineering:

(2) The Group Engineer section has devoted most of its effort to
the review of construction drawings produced by tha battalions., 'Recent
losses of highly trained personnel in the battalion operations sections
and an increase in the nunber of non-standard buildings. requiring design
has required more time for review and corrective eff'ort.to be spent by
the section. As a result of detailed review, many suggestions for
improvement were passed on to the originating unit. The largest project
raviewsd was the plan for a new MACV standard bridge over the Cau Co May
tidal estuary. This bridge is a 483! span which has an 1! center
section of resinforced concrete T beams and 8 side spans utilizing steel
stringers and precast deck panels. This will be the longest multi- apan
bridge constructed by any of the Group units,

(b) Revisions have becn made to previously produced standard
drawings to improve them for ease of construction, to change them as
required br availability of materials and to adapt them to the needs of -
the customer. Mew designs for an airoraft control tower and float bridge
protection system were also completed,

(¢) A complete power distribution system was designed for the new
86th Engineer Bn base camp at My Tho
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! (d) The surveying and soils scctions continued to sup~ort the

3 battalions upon request., The soils section has devoted ne -ly all of
its efforts toward maintaining quality control of clay-lim stabilization
at the Binh Dnc airfield. This project is the first large .cale clav-lime
stabilization project undertakan by the 34th Engr Gp. The survey
scction has bcen utilized for survey control on the Binh Duc airfield

and the Ben Tre airfield which is being rehabilitated using AMR aluninum
landing mat.

(e) A survey of tho Bac Lieu airfield was completed for the Senior
Advisor, IV CTZ to determine the fe>sibility of upgrading the air~field
using matting. Results of soils analrsis revealed that the airfield
could be upgraded totype II, C-123 traffic using l?A1 matting, The work
will be done by ARVN Engineers.

. »

(f) The Engineering Section made an engineering estimate of the
feasibility of replacing the portion of QL-4 between Can Tho and 'Vinh
: Long with a newt rond instead of rehabilitating the existing road.
Calculations indicated that in both material cost and engineer effort, .
' the new rotd would be more economical., The design of the new rord used
’ the spucifications of a MACV Standard Road while rehabilitation o® the
existing road was a modified MiCV Stendard Road of lesser quality.

(g). The Engineering Section studied the feasibility of using some
native materials in buildings constructed by \rm~ Engineers, Calculation
indicated that the materials cost savings would be negligible. and th-t
_ the building would recuire additional training of US troops. Native
- carpontors @nd workera would, however have the reouired skills, The
- final concldsion wes that n-tive materials should not be incorrorated in -
military construction unless imported materials could not he delivered’
Tor high priority projects.

f"’

oot (6) Training: During the reporting period, the following training
programs vere conducted over and above those recuired by USARV regul-tions.

(a) Personnol from the Group began atterding the 1Ath Engr Bde
squipment operators school, Instruction is being given operators on the
290 M wheolced tractor, D=7E tractor, 20 ton crane, and gredor,

(b) Personnel from the 86th Engr Bn {Ubt) participated in float
bridge training conducted by the 573d Ingr Co (IB).

(¢) Generator operation sxd maintenanco training vms given to
personnol of the £5th Engr Bn (Const). The training was given by a
reprosontative of the US Army Mobility Ecuipment Command,

ﬂ e, Logistics and Maintonance:
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(1) sSupply: Shortages of construction materials and transportation
of these items continued to be a problem. ™ith incrcased construction
effort being focused in the Delta, a large influx of materials wes needed,
primarily lumber (1x and 2x material) to suprort cantonment projects.
Since Tet ana the ensuing cnemy activity, such luwber items have romained
in short supply throughout the entire countr,/. “hen material was
availablc, transgortetion assets were hard-pressed to meet resupply rates
to some areas, (Dong Tam is presently consuming in excess of 150,000
BF/week.) This will continue to be a problem for the foreseeable futre.
The Croup is endeavoring to forecast recuirements more accurately and to
subinit requisitions far enough in advance to allow timely deliver+ to
work sites. An acceptable solution has been to provide the supply
source with a copy of the project directives as well as a proved BOMs as
soon 4S they become available,

(2) Maintenance: The Group continued to experience a fairly constant
deadline rate of all items of eouipment during the reporting peried,
The USARV goals of 10% for critical items and 5% overall were maintained
with the Group averaging 9.47% and 4.40% respectively. The continued
low deadline rate was the direct result. of continued command emphasis on
operator maintenance and training, and obtaining repair parts through the
usc of Material Readiness Erveditors (MREs). During the reporting weriod
the Group continued to maintain a full time MRE for the purpose of
obteining repair parts from property disposal yards, cannibalization
points and organic units. The acouisition of parts from other than
normal supsly channels detracted from the unit's maintenance supervision
capability, however this continued %o be justified when the suvply
systom was unable to supply the necessary repair parts,

f. Force Develoument:

(1) Company A, 86th Engr Bn (Cbt) was relocated from Bear Cat
(YT 16/01) to Camp Viking (Binh Duc) (XS 4945) during June to develop
Camp Viking into the new 86th Engr Bn (C)(A) base camp.

(2) The remainder of the 93d Engr Bn (HQ, A&D Companies) werz
relocated during June and Jul;® from Long Thanh North (YS 15798) to
provide additional enginecer support to develop Dong Tam base (XS 4243).
hs the aviation and troop MER facilities were completed, the emphascis
vas shifted to base construction for the 9th US Inf Div.

(3) On 1 July 1968 the 31st Engr Bn (C)(A), the 573d Engr Co (FB)
and the 617th Engr Co (PB) were reassigned to the 159th Engr Gr (Const).

(4) On t July 1968 the 523d Engr Co (PC) was assigned to the Group
and the 536th Engr Det (PC) was rvassigned to the 18th Engr Bde.
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(5) Company G, 69th Engr Bn was relocated from Dong Tam (XS.4549) to
Binh Tuy (*iS 8116) in July to construct MER facilities for the Binh Tuy

Logistical Support Activity (ISA) srd ths. now centonment for the 69th
Engr Bn (Cnnstgo

(6) Compenies B & D of the 86th ro ,oc.u.tsr Erem an operational
support mission on QL-4 (Pcoplo!s Road) Lo fomp aw 148 4243) dwring
July to assist the 93d Engr Bn (Const) ir baze devalopmewt construction
for the 9th US Inf Div,

(7) The Group force structure remeivs’ wirll usisnced for the
accomplishment of its assigned missions; &rd was iu {e.et groatly improved
with the addition of the 523d Fort Construsiisw Gourpas

g enept: Aviation contimied %o o5 tho critical iter
m mainta ning effective command and conirul ¢ver the widely dispersed

Group units. Aviation support was greatly imdrovad this period reducing
‘he problom.

h. Communications:

(1) During the roporting period the Group Communications Section

beglm the instellation of a Group-wide Tactical Telephone and Landline

Telatypewriter system. The radioteletype system which has been in use
n:.nce October 1967 had proven to be inadequate for this headouarters'
noceds. Because of nonavailability of optimum treffic frecuencies, .
communications with subordinate battalions and the 20th Engineer Brigade
were possible only a few hours of the day and not et all at night. The
Landline Telotypewriter System is as follows:

(a) Service with the 20th Engineer Brigade began in May 1968, and
with the 31st Enginecer Battalion in June 1968, Circuit relisbility is
about 85¢ as compared with 10% on radio. In June a total of 116 messages
werc handled by the 34th Engineer Group Commcenter,

(b) Service to the 69th,.86th and 93d Enginesr Battalions is expected
to begin within the next sixty days. Service to the 36th Engineer Battal-
ion will begin within 90 days, -

(c) Cryptographic accounting is being decentralized to butter
accomodate the change over to the new cryp’cogmphic accounting, procedures,
As of 31 July, the 31st and 86th Battalions had anccounts, and the account
for the 69th Engineer Battalion was pending.

(2) The 34th Engineer Groun Tactical Telephone Network is expanding

rapidly. With the announced cutback in the number of Class A telephones
authorized, telephonic communications have been somewhat hrmpered. The
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unique dispersion of the elements within the 34th Engineer Group AOR
results in over 95% of all telephone calls originated beihg to distant
exchanges. Class C tclephones are of little value in chis situation.
Consuquently, a network of sole-user speech plus circuits has been -
installed with subordinate and higher headquarters to accomodate both
the ebove nientioned teletypewriters and the Tactical Telephone System.
411 cicuits have becen approved by USARV and or.y the 86th Battalion
remaine to be cornected., ‘This will be installed within the next 5 days.
This system has noticably improved the inter-office communications ard
greatly supplemonts the common user cirecuits which are beceming
increasingly more crowded.

i. 523d Engineer Comiany (Port Construction):

(1) Commnnd:
(2) The unit continued to be commanded by CPT Alton A Clark.

(b) The unit was attached to the 34th Engineor Group (Const) AMO
San Francisco 96291 for operationel control effective 1 July 1968.

(2) Fersonnel:

(a) At tho end of the reporting peciod the personnel strangth was:

0 10 EN TOTAL
AUTH 12 1 214, 227
ASCD 8 1 187 196

(b) During the reporting period 10% of the unit's personnel rotated
to CONUS.

(c) During the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 there were 25
awards and Decorations given to {ndividuals of this unit. The irmy of
the Republic of Vietnam present-d one individual of this unit with the
Teckhnician Second Class Award, There was.aw. IG complaint, no Class I
or Class II offonses, and no AYCL's during this pericd.

(d) TFersonnel with the 523d Lngineer Compary (PC) received 11

Delinquency Reports, 4 Field Grade irticle 15's and 16 Comp ny Grade
Article 1518,

(3) Operations:
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(a) The 523d Engincer Company (¥C) during the last quarter engaged
in 78 working days and 7 days of tivaining. The training consisted of

classes on pertinent military subjects, personal hygicne and familiarization
with individual and crew-served wespons.

(b) The principal oporational activities taking place during this
reporting period were as follows, '

1 Ceuscway Bridge No 2 (CR 0923): The entire croject was completed
on 2 June 1968 when the concrete proiective sleeves were placed around

all 36 H~pile in the two piers, Scouring by tidal action has stabilized
at the dosign depth. )

2 Repair of Bridge (L-1-322 (3R 9520): it total of 6440 cublc yards
of laterite were hauled for the by-pass road adjacent to the pler, Four
(h) L8-inch corrugated metal culverts, 52 feet long, were placed in the
by-pass to acconmodate the anticijated water flow., This phase of the
bridge repair was completed 8 June 1968. ‘'lork was completed on the
repair of the damaged south pier on 7 June i968, Pile driving overations
for bents 3 and 4 were completed on i/ June 1968 with the driving of
twelve 18~inch diameter 60-foot long hollow pipe piles. “fork was
imtiated on the foriing for the pile caps. The entire project was
turned over to the 536th Engineer Detachment (PC) on 23 June 1968.

3 TFlight Control Tower, Lane iirmy Heliport: The entire project was
completed on 4 June 1968 when the tower was turned over to the Post
Engineer Using Unit. All dry rotted timbers had been replaced, the cab
area expanded to allow for the installstion of a prefabricated cab unit,
21l of the wooden portions of the tower were painted with a sealer and
finish coat of paint, concrete pads were placed for gencrator ecuipment,
and a Shed vas built for egquipment shelter and protection.

4 AUTCSEVCCOM Facility (CR 0721): A total of 700 cubic yards of
laterite and 3-inch minus were backfilled and compacted on the site. i
reinforced concrete.pad and 2350 concrete blocks were placed for the
Siitch Building. The roofing, external framework, and interior framing
were completed on 13 June 1968, The remaining work. to include interior
finishing, electrical and mechanical work, and painting has oeen delayed
by the lack of materials. The remaining work on the project was turned .
over to the 536th Engincer Detachment (FC) on 1 July 1968.

5 Tandem Switch, Vung Chau Mountain (CR 0419): & total of 1,230
cubic yards of laterite backfill was placed for the initial site prep-
aration. This was followed by the placement of a 700 cubic yard reinforced
concrete retaining woll. The foundation footers were placed and additional
backfill brought in to bring the site to finished grade. Constriction was
halted due to the lack of the prefabricated "Pascoe" Building. The
remaining work was turned over to C Company of the 84th Engineer Battallon
on 1 July 1968 -
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& immo Barge (ff-Loading Facility (CR 0924): Site preparation
was initiated by the hauling of 9,000 cubic yerds of sand. This project
was turned over to the 536th Lngineer Datachment (FC) on 1 July 1968.

7 Opuratior:l Support:

a Mpintunance of LST Beach -~ Hauled 350 cubic vards of ‘rmor rock
and blast rock for 2 250 foot sea wall.

b Furnished security forces for RMK-BRJ Rock (uarry, ..irfield
security, amd Red Reach Recreational Area.

¢ Bridge 442-3: Designed a 100-foot Class 55 bridge for the ‘RVN
Engineors. Furnished construction support by driving six (§) 30-foot.
18-inch hollow-pipe piles, furnishcd a 16 S concrete mixer amd a 20-ton
crane (CR 0329).

d Operation Cochise: Placed 36 feet of MyT6 balk on Bridge L42-~5
to upgrade it to a class 60 bridge. 600 cubic yards of blast rock were
hauled for 14 by-pass roads on Route QL-442,

e Vinh Long (XS O433): 31 batter piles wore driven for a timber
pile wherf, Five LCK VIIIfs with supplies were unloaded,

£ Vung Tau (Y¥S 3048): Supported the 54ith Engineer Company (CS)

with welders., Twenty (20) EM were supplied to the 36th Ensineer Bn (Const)

for sccurity guards during a recent convoy to Dong Tam.

8 IMinor Task Assignments:

a Maintenance of Barge (uay: replaced 5,000 board feet of the
124x12" timbors in the fender system on the fence of the concrete apron,

b Furnished a concrete mixer (16 S) with onerator to Vinnell Corp
and 5th Transportation Commsnd.

¢ TFurnished diving support to 5th Transportation Command, 15Sth
Transportation Bn, ‘194 Transportation Bn, 1098th and 5LLth Transportation
Companies (Medium Boat).

d Drafting and survey support were furnished t~ the 5th Transpore
tation Command,

e Equipment and operator suprort werc furnished during the
restoration of the Red Beach recreation area with 5 ton tractors and
25 ton trailers, a 20-ton crane, a scoop loader, and D-7E tractors,
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£ Supported the Fith Engincer Bn with personnal. u«:d ecuipment to
include surveyors, a 15-ton tractor with 55-ton trailer, D-7E tractors,
scoop loaders, durp trucks, and 20-ton cranes.

g Extracted 72 PP 2 sheetpiles from cofferdam at Causeway Bridge
No 1.

9 Unit Movement:

1968, Tho advance party consisting of Officers, NCC!'s, and Enlisted
Personnel left (i Nhon {CR 0721) and arrived in Vung Tau (Y5 3048) on
10 July 1968. Effectivz 1 July 1968, 1 Of'icer, 6 NCOs, and 42 Enlisted
Hen of the 523d Enginesi Company (Pc5 formed a detschwent which was
designated the 536th Inginser Detachment (Fort Construction). The 523d .
' Engineer Company (¥C) eouipped the detachment with the property which -
o thoy were to pick up udpon arrival in Vung Tali, The former 536th Engineer”
Detachment (FG) located in Vung Tau transferred all personnel and

equipment to the 523d Engineer Company (PC), thus aliminating the relocation
of some equipment and personnel.

F . a2 The unit received its initizl aler: orders for movement on 7 June

. b The floating equipage of the unit, consisting of four barges and
one LCY VIII's departed fui Mon on 8 July 1968. Two of thu work barges
were left in Vung Rho Bay, The remaining barges and 1.CH-8 arrived in
Vung Tau on 13 July 1968.

¢ The remaining porsonnel boarded ABLT Barges 567 and 611 on 18
July respectively, Barge 567 with 73 personnel stowped in Vung Rha
and offlozded the two work burges before proceeding onto Vung Tau,
Both barges arrived in Vung Tau 25 July 1968. Off-loading of the bargss
was completed on 27 July 1968.

d The unit is currently 70% comdtted and expects to be 100%
committed by 20 August 1968.

(%) ..LOGISTICS:

(a) The companw continued to experience a great deal of difficulty
in procuring needed sypplies for its projects., Work on two projects
stopped completely due to the lack of mterials: the AUTOSEVOCOM Build-
ing (CR 0721) and the Tandem Switch Building (CR 0419). The Ammo Barge
0ff-lo.ding Facility' (CR 092L) has boen delayed because the ZP sheetpile
was not available, The sheetpile has been on order since December 1967
by higher headquarters, Tiis has also caused & delay in the construction
planning -of the sheetpile bulkhead which has had an approved construction
directive since December 1967,
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(b) This unit has not been abiy to procurs its TCE barges and bridge
crection boatn. 3ince moving to the Mekong Delfa area, thesc shortages
have become cri’ical due to recuirements to move men, eouipment, and
construction molarials to widaly disperscl Job sites, With the authorized
equipment, the vnit could maintain three inderendent pile driving
operations vhurc it can now operate only two at reduced efficiency.

(5) CIVIC iFFAIRS: The following Civic Action projects were urder~"

taken by thigs company during the cited period, with an expenditure of
100 manhours and 61C equipment hours,

(a) & water tower was constructed for the local Vietnamese hospital
in Cui hion (CR 0721).

(b) Asoisting the Kim Chau Orphanage (BR 9535) with construction and
installation of additional recreational ecuipment.

(¢) Bauled fill for the slte development and relocation of a mortar
danaged church

(d) Upgraded the 100-foot Kim Chau Orphanage bridge (BR 9535) from
a Class 4 to & Closy 20 bridge using salvage sheectpile and dunnage from
the ships moored in Cxi Nhon Harbor.

2. Suction 2, Lessons Learned: Commander!s Gbservations, Evaluations,
and Recommendstions

a. Personnel. None

b. Operetions,
(i) Clay-lime Stabilization.

(2) OBSERVATION., Mixtures of clay and 1ime are hiphly suscept-
ible to changes in moisture content aftar compaction is ohtnined,
Alloving a clay-lime mixture to dry after it is comvacted causex severe
cracking and deterioration., This thesn roauires that the mixture he
scarified, moistened, end recompacted,

(b) EVALUATION, Severe shrinkege cracks whieh develop in
compacted clay-lime mixtures docroase the ahility of the mterial to
withstand traffic loadings. Yator percolrting into the base course vill
collect in the shrinkape cracks and cause a pumeing sction to oceur.

The result is that the subgrade will soften and foil under loading,
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(c) RECOMYENDATION. Compacted clay-lime mixtures must he
covered with a bituminous or other waterproof sesl within 24 hour:s after
bluectopping to prevent the escape of moisture and the develorment nZ
large shrinkage cracks which cause the base course to fail,

(2) Customer Relations.

(a) CBSERVATICN. An LST Ramp was designed and built for MSTS
use. Although tne plans were approved by one MSTS renresentative prior =
to construction, another representative looked at the finished product
and stated that the facility could not be used. Alteration was necessary,

(b) EVALUATION. Customer liaison is eapeciallv imuwortant where
a facility is one-of-a~kird to the customer. Some oroof of liaison is
usoful as personnel changes may occur before completinn.

(c) RECGMM'EMDATICN, The signature block on construction
drawings should contain a place for a customer's representative to
indicate approval or a letter of anproval should bte required which would -
be entered it the proiect foldor, thus preventing conflicts from arisine
at a later date,

(3) Wharf Construction.

(a) ORSERVATICN. Tho use of MLTS WAlk as a corbination
stringer and decking materiai can greatly sneed *harf and nier construction

(b) EVALUATION. To exvedite omerations in the cunstruction of
pile vharves, decking can be laid down on the pile cens and the crane
moved forvard to the next bent. This reduces the pile driver idle time.
In ordor to insure the safety of the pile driving crew and equipment it
is necessary to securc the stringers and decking to the pile and nile
cap. After thn crane hns moved out several bents, considera™le difficultrr
is encountered in placing the transverse and lateral bracine system to
the pile, This recuires the removing of the decking to get to the bracing.
Instead of permanantly affixing the decking to the strineers s=nd strinper
to the plle caps, the entire operation can be erpedited by using MLT6
balk as a combination stringer and decking material,

(c) 'RECOMMEMDATION., That MAT6 balk be used =s a comhin~tion
stringer and decking material to ex-edite wharf and pier construction,

(4) Placement of Concrete Pier Caps Over Vater,

(a) OBSERVATICN., When placing concrete over deep water or at
heights where a "tinker-toy!" scaffold svstem becomes impractical, the
construction of a semi-permonent base approximstelv six fect helow the
bottom of the forms can pgreatlyv speed up operations, This s stem is
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equally applicable to "H" piles and hollov tube piles and cam be modified

for use with timber piles bv using one-inch holts to scab intermédiate
supports below the cap.

(b) EVATLU'TICF, then working ower deep water it is impractical 4!
to use a tinker-toy scaffold svstem or construst a tamporary heavy
construction brecing systam to support the luad of Lhe forms and concrete.
To solve this problem when using 18-inch hollow-pipe pile, holes ware
cut in each of the parallel hollow-vipe piles prior to filling them with
concrote 8o that a plece of 12" channel could pass through the pile
and ‘parallel to the ground or water, This 12" channel ortended a
sufficient distance to allow A 12" H-pile to rest on the flange of the
channel ssction and run parallel to the lomgitudinal axis of the concrete
forms and aprroximtely six feet below the forms., This formed a stadle
platform capsble of supporting the forme and concrete. A "I Jack
bmci.qg; system was used which allowed the forms to be easily stripned,

() RECOMMENDATIONS. That a semi-permanent hase he-uttlired
whon pl-cing concrete over water or at heights where a "tinkertov" :
acg.;‘rold would prove impractical to expedite concrete placement.,

(53' Use of Mica for Mar'ing Piles and Timbers,

" (a) OBSERVATION, Mica may be used in rlace of crawon and snar’
stone at job sites for marking cutoff 'linea on viles and timhers,

(b) EVALUSTION, Mica is sometimes easilv obtnined in the field
and gives an easily readable mark.

(¢) RECOIRENDATION, That mica he used for markine cutoff
lines on piles and timber when it 18 easily obtainable.

(6) ls¢ of LOmm apd 105 mm Shell Casings as Permanent and Temporarv
Bench Marks. :

(a) 'OBSERVATION. The use of 4Omm and 105 mm shell casinos for
bench anrks eliminates the use of large monuments. These casines are
often readily available in the field and expedite survev work,

T T

(b) EVALYATION. The use of 4Omm and 105mm shell casing as an
expedient for bench marks is advisable in certain’zreas because of the
nonavailability of concrete monuments, When sunk in the g~ound they
are very hard to remove or disturb, Being made of brass thev resist rust
and corrosion and are excellent near salt water. The percussion cav in
the center of the casing provides an accurate point for reference . If

the marks are to remain for a significant length of time, numbers can he
imprinted on the surf-ce.
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(c) RECOMMENDATION. That LOmm and 105mm shell cselngs bHe used
as expedient bench marks.

¢. Training. None
d. Intelligence. None
e, Logistics. None

£, Qrganization. None
g+ Other,

(1) Maintenance:

(a) Track Adjustment Sedl on D7E Tractors.

3 OBSERVATICN. A problem was encountered with failure of the

track adjustment. seals on D7E tr-ctors assigned to the R6th land Clearins
Team,

2 EVALUATION. Track adjustment seals were {ailing on the D°E
tractors of the 86th Engineer Battalion Land Clearing Team. The Rome
Plow .blade mounted on the tractors extends farther from the tractor than
the regular bull blade. This redistributes the weight on the tracks
which in turn causes the track adjustment seals to fail,

2 RECOMYENRATION. That heavy leather gasket matorial he
obtained and track adjustment seals be made from it, Ilse of t"is material
has eliminated the problem,

(2) Communications:

(a) AM Radio Communications,

1 OBSERVATION. The AN/GRC~19 radio has proven imadeouate for
the Group's needs.

£ DVALUATION, The 31st Englneer Battalion was assiened to the
34th Enginee,’ Group directly from CONUS from April to Julv 196%, The
31st Battalion wes equipped with the AN/G1C-106 when it arrived in countr~
and was the only unit in the 34th Engineer Group to have this redio,
The 31st Engineer Battalion had instant success vith the AN/GRC-106 and
was able to communicate with subordinate companies anvwhere in the JV CT2
and the lower half of the III CTZ. Becauzn of the high “over and esse of
operation, the AN/GRC-106 provided effective commnication with elements
up to 200 miles distant, 24 hours a day, Dve to the wide disversion of
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units within the 34th Engineer Group AOR, this equipmeat l¢ definitely
nceded to improve communications betwecn Group Rulquarters , Uattalion
Headquarters, and Company Headouarters., The AN/GRE-19 is totally
unsatisfectory in providing this needed communication, By the use of
two freguoncies, onc in the 10 MHZ range and ose in the 25 M2 ringe it
is possitle to ashicve both distance communications and local coverage
equivalent to the FM series radios with one set

3 RECOMMENDATION. That the AN/GRC-106 replace the AN/GRC 19
as ‘soon as possible.

(b) Mointennace of the RC-292 Antenns Sysrem.

1 OBSERVATION. 'the climatic conditlons of Viebtram cauae RC~292
antenna elemncits to corrode rapidly,

2 EVALUATICN. The corrosive atmosphere in the theater,
particulaﬁymar the seacoast, causes the RC-292 antenma elements to
corrode from the inside out, The average element life is {rom three to
five months. & continuous stream of requisitions is required to insure
that a sufficient number of element sections are nn hand to meet
operational requirements,

RTCOMMENDATION. That the inside af the RC-292 Antenma

elements be hoavily painted to reduce corrosion and eliminate the continuous
supply of replaccment elements required to maintain teﬁxcoable antennas.

/’///tm NS /W

3 Incl WILLIAY G STEMART
1. Gp Organization Chart Colonel, CE
2, Gp AOR Map Commanding

3. land Clearing with Rome Plows

Copies Furnished:

6 - USAECAV(P), ATTN: AVCC-P&0 _(Courier)

1 - CO, 31st Engr Bn (Mail)

1 - C0, 36th Engr Bn (Courier)

1 = CO, 69th Ingr Bn (Courier)

1 - C0, #6th Engr Bn (Courier)

1 - C0, 93d Engr Bn (Courier)

1 = CO, 523d Engr Co (Courier)
1 - €0, 573d Eugr Co (Mail)
1 = CO, 617th Fayr Co (Mail)
1 = €0, 536th E:igr Co (Mail)
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AVBI~0S (lAugf8) lat Ind

SUBJECTt Operstional Report of HQ, 34th Enginesr Group (Const) for Period
Enging 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

DA, Headquarters 20th Enginecr Brigade, APO 96491 SEP 2 8 1968
T0: Cemmanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVAGC-DST, APO 96375
1. Sulmitted in accordance with USARV Regulation 525-15 dated 13 April 1968,

2, Subjeet report for tha 3ith Engineer Group has been reviewed and is
considered adequate,

PR THE CCZ4AMDERS

Copies PTwxrmished:

2 « ACSFOR-DA

1 -~ UBAES, ¥t Belvoir

:l- - (:‘i‘, '}tll ‘II; Allf’l"" 1‘:[1!]‘ H l‘lll;!'
1 - CG, 185%h Engr Bds
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AVHGC-DST (1 Aug 6é8) 2d Ind HAJ Klingran/ds/L3L 4433
SURJZCT: Operational Report of HQ, 34th fngineer Group.(Const) for
Period Mnding 31 July 1968, HCS, CSFOR-65 (81

HEADQUARTERS, UMNLTSD STATZC ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-IT,
AP0 96558 £ 10CT 1968

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Heport-Lessons Learned

for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters, 34th
Engineer Group (Const).

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning customer relations, page 20, paragraph
2v(2): Concur with the recommendation, liowever, customer approval is

required only to assure that the facility to be constructed is complete
and usable,

b. Reference.item concerning AY radio communications, page 22, para-
graph g(2). Under the USARV SSB conversion program, the AN/GRC-10C is
replacing the AN/GRC-19, Based on established priorities, 20th Ihgincer

Brigade units should begin receiving the replacement item during the
third quarter FY 69,

¢. Reference item concerning maintenance of the RC-202 antenna

system, page 23, paragraph g(b): Concur. Painting the inside of elements
of the RC-292 antenna system is a positive measure to prevent corrosion.

d., Reference item concerning logistics, page 18, paragraph 1i(A):
Concur with the comments pertaining to ZP sheetpile, TOE barges, and
bridge erection hoats,

(1) The unit has been informed that limited quantities of sheetpile are
available and will be issued to units with validated requisitions.

(2) There are no records at USAICCV of any requisitions for barges.

This is a nonstockage item and will have to be requisitioned from CCNUS,

This headquarters has advised all engineer brigales to reconcile their
requisitions for barges.
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AVHGC-DST (1 Aug 68) 2d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 34th Engineer Group (Const) for ;

Period Znding 31 July 1968, RCS, CSiua-65 (HQ) L

(3) USAMECCH has advised this headquarters that bridge section 7

boats are available. The unit has been advised to requisition these oF
itenms,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

LA




GPOP-DT (1 Aug 68) 3d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 34th Engr Gp (Const) for Period
Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR=65 (Rl)

b T e

Gy
—

' HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 135 NOV 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department o the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments snd concurs in the report as indorsed.

c. L SHOM i

CPT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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LaND CLEARING WITH RCGME PLOWS

1. 1and Clearing Operations depend on miny factors. In addition to the
wetness of the ground, which is covered below, the following also effects
production,

a. hge of tractor

b. Hardness of wood

c. Enemy activity

d. Operator's technique

e. Presence or absenco of bamboo

2. Following chart is a guideline for judging the relation of effective-
ness of a tractor. Figures are in terms of number of acres per plow per

* 10 hour workday,

a. JUNGLE AUBBER TREES
TYPE GRO“TH CUT CUT & WINDROW cuT CUT & WIMNDROW
Light 10 5 1 6
Medium 9 ) L 10 5
Heavy 7 3 9 L

b. The above figures should be reduced by “he following percentages
depending on wetness of ground.

Dry: OF
Med: 208 - 50%
Wet: 508 - 80%

3. Two tractors pulling a US Navy anchor chain can clear 30 to 180
acres por day in light to medium rubber. In very small rubber and
brush, the trees and brush will bend and spring back up after the . nain
passes over them. \

L. Cuts should be made so that cut material falls away from uncut timber.

5. Very largs trees should be loft standing; they provide less cover
for the enemy while vertical,
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Security Clsssification

{Security claasilication ol title, body ol abetratt and Indesing ammelalion must be ontered whon the averall report la clasallied)

DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA-R & D

1. ORISINATING ACTIVITY (Comperate avthor)

HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

18, NEPORY SKCUMITY CLAAMIFICATION

For Official Use Only

1, grous

3. RESOAY YTITLK

Operational Zeport - Lessons Learned, HQ,’ 34th Engineer Group (Const)  (U)

4. DEICRIPYIVR HOTED (Type of ropert and inelveive duine)

CO, 34th Engineer Group (Const)

Experiences of unit engaged in counterinsurgency operations,l May - 31 Jul 68
T&T‘nmé;‘&.uw)

3. AKPFOAT DATE,

78. TOTAL HO. OF PAGKS

76, NO. OF nEFS

St ———
9. COMTRACT OR GRANT MO,

A PROJKCY NO.

N/A

o,

£ 1968 al

98, ORIGINATON'S KEPONRYT NUMNKER(S)

683336

. 0. OTHER RCPORT HO(3) (Any ather mumlbers that ;mey be assigned
hle repert)
L]

16, ISTRIBUTION STATEMENTY
.

11: UPPLEMENTARY NOTCS

N/A

2 4 MRING MILITARY ACTIVITY

tstlii%, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

V3. ABsTRACT

31 .

UNCLASSIFIED
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The following items are recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned ;
Index: b
ITEM 1

* SUBJECT TITLE

** FOR OT UT

P st

%%k PAGE

ITEM 2

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT UT #

PAGE # , . !

ITEM 3

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT UT # )

PAGE # BRI L

ITEM 4

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT UT# ‘

F3 .

PAGE

ITEM 5

SUBJECT TITLE '

FOR OT UT#

PAGE i

* Subject Title: A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the item
of interest.,

#% FOR OT UT# : Appears in the Reply Reference line of the liettexr of Trans-
mittal., This number must be accurately stated.

*%kPage ¢ That page on which the item of interest is located,
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